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 Riverfront Park Committee of the Spokane Park Board 
June 6, 2011, 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

City Council Briefing Center, Lower Level – City Hall 
808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard, Spokane Washington 

Craig Butz – Recreation/Entertainment Division Manager 
 

 Summary 
 
 

• __There was a presentation on the YMCA Restoration Project. 
• __There was discussion on the temporary restrooms near the Rotary Fountain. 
• __There was no report given on the Sister Cities Garden & Courtyard Project. 
• __ Riverfront Master Plan Process Update given in conjunction with the Rotary 

Fountain restroom discussion item. 
• __Roadmap to the Future Action Items Update given. 
• __Monthly revenue/expense report was given. 
• __Merkel Concessions Update was given. 
• __There was no report on the Hoopfest / Parking lot Update. 
• __Bosch Lot Update was given. 

 



 
Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:03 a.m. by Chairperson, Jim Quigley. 
 
Action Items: 
 

No Action Items. 
 
Discussion Items: 

 
1. YMCA Restoration Design Presentation-Pamela/Harvey 
Design Review approved the Restorations Plans with two recommendations.  The 
first recommendation was on the plant pallet.  Per the permitting requirements, Fish 
and Wildlife has the final say on the planting pallets and staff has been working with 
Fish and Wildlife on the plants.  The second recommendation was to use pervious 
concrete on a portion of the design as opposed to pervious pavers.  The current 
location for the pavers is outside the 50 foot buffer so pervious pavers will be used. 
We should get our SEPA determination today.  The SEPA determination will allow us 
to apply for the JARPA and HPA.  The public comment period closed on June 1st 
without any significant public or agency findings.  There is a two week appeal 
period.  Last week, we were approximately 95% finished with the demolition work 
until our demolition contractor found a small amount of hydrocarbons in the soil so 
we hauled work and tested the soil.  There was one area that tested high enough 
that it was reported to the Department of Ecology.  The Ecology representative 
came out and was not overly concerned with the soil.  They have asked that 
approximately 2 inches of soil be removed and that Parks and Recreation report how 
and where the contaminated soil it is disposed of.  There is a meeting scheduled 
today for a grading permit.  This will allow us to start hauling materials.  We were 
able to find free fill from the Spokane Community Colleges.  We will test the fill to 
make sure it is clean.  We also were able to get the National Guard to donate 
training time to haul the fill.  This will save approximately $100,000.00 on the 
project.  We are planning on bidding the project out at the end of this month for 
work to begin mid-July.  All three county commissioners came out for tours last 
week and were happy with the design thus far.  The plans had changed from having 
a single kiosk to three different overlooks with varying elevations.  Pamela then 
presented the Restoration Plans via power point presentation.  The ribbon ceremony 
for the project is planned for mid-October. 
 
2. Rotary Fountain Restrooms-Jim Quigley 
Discussion was had regarding the temporary restrooms near the fountain being 
replaced with a permanent structure.  Committee members provided a variety of 
suggestions to create a permanent home for the fountain restrooms, fountain 
control and chemical storage and food concessions.  Options included: remodeling 
the current carousel building to include all necessary amenities or building a 
separate structure to house the fountain controls/chemicals, concessions and 
restrooms.  More discussion addressed the issue of how to integrate these options 
within a new master plan or if there is a need to address the issue separately.  The 
Riverfront Park master plan project team and interested Park Board members has 



been meeting weekly on Mondays to draft conceptual designs for the master plan.  
So far, staff has one conceptual draft done with the goal of completing three 
conceptual plans.  It was determined that the master plan project team will give a 
presentation to the Riverfront Park Committee in July with a special Park Board 
study session devoted to the same subject after July’s Park Board Meeting.  

 
Standing Report items: 
 
1. YMCA / Demolition/Restoration Progress report was presented by Pamela McKinzie 

Lewis under Discussion Item 1.   
 

2. There was no update for the Sister Cities Garden & Courtyard Project.  
 

3. Riverfront Master Plan Process report was presented by Craig Butz under the 
Discussion Item 2.  Debby Dodson met with the SRCVB and she distributed a draft 
survey that eventually will be emailed out to their membership. 
 

4. Roadmap to the Future subcommittee has come up with a program cost and 
revenue worksheet.  The document will give the actual cost spent for each program 
versus the actual revenue received by the program.   
 

5. The revenue/expense report for 2011 ending in May was presented by Rebecca 
Madany.  It was suggested that a forecast document be created based on the 
revenue/expenditures of the last 3 to 5 years. The document may help predict the 
potential to cut revenue losing items.    
 

6. Merkel Concessions Update presented by Craig Butz.  The Memorial Day weekend 
hosted two tournaments at Merkel.  The softball concessions area now has the grill 
running.  The long weekend brought in approximately $11,000.00. So far, total 
concession revenue is tracking well with 20% of its projected revenue being met.    
Staff will look into the issue of recycling of the garbage at the complex. 
 

7. Hoopfest / Parking Lot Update by Debby Dodson.  No update is available until 
January 2012. 
 

8. Bosch Lot update by Leroy Eadie.  The Spokane Tribe of Indians has a copy of the 
draft Mobius ground lease.  The Tribe will take the first stab at the draft 
agreement.  As part of the agreement a minimum of $70,000-$80,000 annually will 
be sought as compensation to the Park Department covering the amount of 
revenue lost from its current use as a parking lot. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:53 a.m. 
 
Next regularly scheduled meeting is July 11, 2011, at 8:00 a.m. in the Council 
Briefing Center, lower level, Spokane City Hall. 
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