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 Summary 
 
 

 __Approval of minutes from February 1st meeting. 
 __The Roadmap to the Future Action Plan was discussed.  
 __The Urban Forestry Work Plan & Budget Options were discussed. Topics 

included resource needs, budget comparisons with other Pacific Northwest Cities, 
a staffing plan and cost recovery and revenue possibilities.   

 __The Subcommittee on the Permitting Process continues work towards 
streamlining the process.  

 __Status update provided for Geiger Corrections nursery operation project. 
 The NeighborWoods project is being well received in the community. 

 



 
Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 4:10 by Ken Van Voorhis. 
 
Action Items: 
 

1. Approval of the February 1, 2011 meeting minutes. 
Motion #1:  Melissa Burtt moved to adopt the minutes from last month. 
Phil Lindstrom seconded. 
Minutes adopted. 

 
Discussion Items: 

 
1. Roadmap to the Future Action Plan 
 An explanation of what the ‘Roadmap to the Future Action Plan’ is was given.  
 The full document was supplied to committee members.  A status update will be 
 presented at each future Urban Forestry Committee meeting. The Park Board 
has  not fully adopted the Plan yet.  
Committees are being given the opportunity to  review the Plan’s 
recommendations and see what elements each committee  wants to adopt, not 
adopt, or change.  This topic will become an ongoing Action  Item at future 
meetings. 
 
2. Urban Forestry Work Plan & Budget Options – Angel Spell 

a. Survey of Inland & Pacific Northwest Cities UF Budget Comparisons 
Details regarding urban forestry in other communities was distributed and 
discussed. 

b. 1982 Report – Spokane Urban Forestry Project 
The report was distributed.  It was pointed out that key recommendations 
in this report as well as those made through the years have all been very 
consistent.  

c. Report on Cost Recovery Potential 
There are opportunities available for cost recovery by providing service to 
other City Departments.  However, currently Urban Forestry doesn’t have 
the staff and resources to provide the service.  If resources were available 
Parks Department projects would be first priority, then projects with other 
City Departments could be considered.  Project requirements and 
applicable step level information will be merged as supporting information 
for review regarding future budget considerations. 

d. UF Budget Options 
Updated information was presented in both organizational chart and 
spreadsheet form.  Suggestions were made on how to improve 
presentation so as to alleviate confusion during future reviews and include 
cost recovery information. 
 
 
 
 



 
 3. Subcommittee on Permitting Process – Melissa Burtt 

  The subcommittee needs to review information in their own meeting before 
presenting details to the Urban Forestry Committee.  They will bring their 
recommendation forward at a future meeting. 

 
 

Standing Report items: 
 
 

1. Urban Forestry Staff Report (Monthly) – Angel Spell 
a. Angel reports that Geiger Corrections received clearance from their Captain and 

the Sheriff to move ahead with the nursery program.  They now need to 
approach the Airport Board.  A meeting will be held this week or next to 
establish the next steps.  Garth and Jeff will work on the design of the nursery.  
Angel will contact the Sustainable Prisons Project to explore other funding or 
research opportunities that we could employ at this site. 

b. The 27 removals at Riverfront Park were intentional thinning.  Continuing 
projects in Riverfront include pruning in the gondola area as well as thinning the 
row of oaks from the YMCA site to the center of the park.  There will also be 
involvement in the YMCA area restoration project. 

c. The NeighborWoods project is being well received in the community.  
d. Signage for memorial and heritage trees was discussed. 
e. A question was asked regarding if trees would be planted to replace those that 

were removed.  Trees will be replanted during planting season.  More trees will 
be planted than were removed. 

 
2. Citizen Advisory Committee Report (Monthly) – Garth Davis 
 VMP meetings are scheduled for March 8th, 15th and 22nd from 2 to 4 p.m.  
 Education Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for March 14th beginning at 4 
p.m.   All meetings are at the Conservation District, 210 N. Havana, Spokane, 
WA. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 5, 2011, at 4:15 p.m. in the  
Manito Meeting Room, Manito Park. 
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Administration 
1. We welcomed AmeriCorps intern, Matthew McCain, to our staff on February 14th. He will be 

working as our Education and Outreach coordinator for 2011. Beth Mort is providing direct 
supervision of the position. 

2. Submitted two grant applications to Parks Foundation: Heritage Tree Tour Map and Finch 
Arboretum – Fish Lake Trail Connection Design.  

3. Scheduled Tree City USA Award presentation from the state Commissioner of Public Lands, 
Peter Goldmark, for April 14th, 12:30 – 1:30 pm, Chase Gallery.  

 
Education & Outreach 
4. In partnership with Spokane Conservation District and Community Canopy, conducted the 

Volunteers in Pruning training workshop for our citizen pruning corps, February 19th. 
5. WDNR Education Grant bookmarks and brochure draft delivered to Reprographic Design.  
6. Scheduled the following NeighborWoods presentations to Neighborhood Councils: 

Manito/Cannon Hill (2/24), Rockwood (3/1), Balboa/S. Indian Trail (3/2), Five Mile (3/3), Cliff 
Cannon (3/10), Minnehaha (3/10), Logan (3/15), Hillyard (3/16), Northwest (3/17), Bemiss 
(4/10), N Indian Trail (4/10), Grandview Thorpe (4/13), East Central (4/19), and Southgate 
(6/8). 
 

City Projects 
7. Conducted tree assessment & inventory – 7 projects: Police Training Center (2010‐133), 

Grand Blvd (2009‐101), Post Street (2008‐116), Mission Avenue (2009‐103), Columbia 
Avenue (2010‐112), Bridgeport Avenue (2010‐111), Wellesley Avenue (2008‐182). 

8. Processed permitting & contracting – 6 projects: 16th & 17th LID (2009‐048), 8th & 9th Water 
Main (2009‐134), Iron Bridge (2009‐066), Grand Blvd (2009‐101), Post Street (2008‐116), 
Mission Avenue (2009‐103). 
  

Operations 
9. Winter removals near completion: Riverfront Park (27), YMCA (5), Manito (6), Hays (1), 

Finch (3), Wild Horse (1), AM Cannon (1), Cannon Hill (2), Pioneer (3), Nevada Playfield (6), 
Three Springs (1), Upper Lincoln (1), Comstock (6), Greenwood Blvd/Rimrock (2), TJM Bridge 
(1), Downriver Disc Golf (2), Audubon (6), Polly Judd (5), Coeur d’Alene (1), Boulder Beach 
(4). 



Project Description Resources 
required

Resources 
lacking Cost to UF Revenue Potential Cost 

Recovery
Contractor's 

Bid
Fire Stations

Fire Station 8 Prune 19 trees 3 person crew Available staff $5,924 $5,924 100%
Root treatment 12 trees Aerial lift Compressor
Planting 6 trees Chipper

Air Spade
Work truck

Fire Station 4 Root treatment for 28 trees 3 person crew Available staff $4,265 $4,265 100%
Prune 2 trees Chipper Compressor
Removal of 1 tree Air Spade
Transplant 1 tree Aerial lift
Stump removal 1 Stump grinder
Planting 3 trees Work truck
Potential for 28 removals & replacements $6,250 $6,250 100%

Fire Station 15 Prune 2 trees 3 person crew Available staff $874 $874 100%
Removing 2 trees Aerial lift
Stump removal 2 Chipper
Planting 1 tree Air Spade

Stump grinder
Work truck

Fire Station 16 Prune 9 trees 3 person crew Available staff
Root treatment 5 trees Aerial lift Compressor $4,169 $4,169 100%
Planting 3 trees Chipper
Removing 3 trees Air Spade
Monitoring 2 trees Stump grinder
Stump removal 5 Work truck

Street Projects
Project #2009-048 Removing 20 trees 3 person crew Available staff $3,972 $3,972 100% $10,550
16th to 17th Root treatment 5 trees Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost does not include cost
Chestnut to Inland Empire Way Prune 6 trees Chipper Flatbed of loader, flatbed and of loader, flatbed and

Stump removal 3.5 hrs. Air Spade Loader operators; 8 man hrs, operators; 8 man hrs, 
Stump grinder 4 hrs loader, 4 hrs. flatbed 4 hrs loader, 4 hrs. flatbed
Work truck

Project #2009-101 Removing 13 trees 3 person crew Available staff $6,598 $6,598 100% Pending
Grand Blvd. Clearance prune 43 trees Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost does not include cost
29th to High Drive Root treatment 3 trees Chipper Flatbed of loader, flatbed and of loader, flatbed and

Stump grinding 13 Air Spade Loader operators; 12 man hrs., operators; 12 man hrs.,
Stump grinder 6 hrs. loader, 6 hrs. flatbed 6 hrs. loader, 6 hrs. flatbed
Work truck

Project # 2010-111 Clearance prune 57 trees 3 person crew Available staff $4,868 $4,868 100%
Bridgeport Ave Removing 4 trees Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost does not include cost
Division to Crestline Stump grinding 4 trees Chipper Flatbed of loader, flatbed and of loader, flatbed and

Root treatment 9 trees Air Spade Loader operators; 6 man hrs. operators; 6 man hrs.
Stump grinder 3 hrs. loader, 3 hrs. flatbed 3 hrs. loader, 3 hrs. flatbed
Work truck

Project #2008-182 Clearance prune 10 trees 3 person crew Available staff $1,286 $1,286 100%
Wellesley Ave Aerial lift



Project Description Resources 
required

Resources 
lacking Cost to UF Revenue Potential Cost 

Recovery
Contractor's 

Bid
Milton to Ash Chipper

Work truck
Project # 2009-134 Clearance prune 13 trees 3 person crew Available staff $5,624 $5,624 100%
9th and 11th T-Main Removing 2 trees Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost does not include cost
(excluding stair section) Root treatment 1 tree Chipper Flatbed of loader, flatbed and of loader, flatbed and

Stump grinding 2 trees Air Spade Loader operators; 8 man hrs. operators; 8 man hrs.
Stump grinder 4 hrs loader, 4 hrs. flatbed 4 hrs loader, 4 hrs. flatbed 

Project # 2008-116 Clearance prune 55 trees 3 person crew Available staff $8,461.95 $8,461.95 100%
 N. Post St. Removing 17 trees Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost of
Maxwell to Cleveland Stump grinding 17 trees Chipper Flatbed loader, flatbed and 

Root treatment 8 trees Work truck Loader operators, 16 man hrs.
Stump grinder 8 hrs. loader, 8 hrs. flatbed
Air Spade

Project # 2009-103 Clearance prune 75 trees 3 person crew Available staff $6,459.03 $6,459.03 100%
Mission Ave. Removing 1 tree Aerial lift Compressor does not include cost
Napa to Greene St. Stump grinding 1 tree Chipper Flatbed of loader, flatbed and

Root treatment 8 trees Work truck Loader operators; 2 man hrs.
Stump grinder 1 hr loader, 1 hr flatbed
Air Spade

Project # 2010-112 Clearance prune 29 trees Aerial lift Available staff $2,247.41 $2,247.41 100%
Columbia Ave Removing 2 trees Chipper Compressor does not include cost
Post St. to Division Stump grinding 2 trees Stump grinder Flatbed of loader, flatbed and

Root treatment 2 trees Air Spade Loader operators; 2 man hrs.
3 person crew 1 hr loader, 1 hr flatbed
Work truck

Police Department
Training Center Remove 16 trees 3 person crew Available staff $7,079 $7,079 100%

Prune 31 trees Aerial lift
Stump grinding 3 Chipper

Stump grinder
Work truck

Other Properties
Water Department Fuels reduction and stand health - 62 trees 3 person crew Available staff $2,968 $2,968 100%
 new tank north end 5 mile Chipper

Work truck
Water Department Average 4 hrs pruning per tree 3 person crew Available staff $27,790 $27,790 100%
islands for pruning Aerial lift Work truck

Chipper
Work truck

Libraries Prune 21 trees 3 person crew Available staff $8,730 $8,730 100%
Remove 6 trees Aerial lift Work truck
Plant 6 trees Chipper Flatbed

Work truck Loader

TOTAL $107,565 $107,565



Urban Forestry Program Comparisons ‐ Survey of Inland and Pacific Northwest Cities

WA: Walla Walla WA: Richland WA: Wenatchee WA: Tacoma WA: Seattle W

Population  31,286 47,527 30,229 199,638 616,627

Annual Budget ($) $90,000 $115,868  $92,923  $425,000  $4,371,388 

Per Capita Spending ($) $2.88 $2.44  $3.07  $2.13  $7.09 
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OR: Eugene ID: Boise ID: CDA ID: Post Falls ID: Lewiston ID: Sandpoint MT: Billin

153,272 205,707 43,805 26,909 31,887 8,370 1
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