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********************************************** 

WORK TO IMPROVE GARDEN SPRINGS 
CREEK IN FINCH ARBORETUM COMPLETED 

 

********************************************** 
 
The Garden Springs Creek restoration work just completed is part of ongoing 
efforts to improve water quality in the John A. Finch Arboretum.  Approximately 
50 trees and one large clump of European willow were removed to create space 
for aspen, vine maple, alder and other native or non-invasive trees.  Invasive 
vegetation was also removed from the creek bed.   
 
The $14,000 Garden Springs Creek Improvement Project was partially funded by 
a Washington State Department of Natural Resources grant of $6,300.  
 
The grant paid for 43 new trees which have been planted close to the creek to 
shade the exposed stream bed and lower water temperatures. Another dozen 
alder will be planted soon for a total of 55 new trees.  The trees chosen were 
either native or non-invasive specimens. 
 
Many hours were put in on this project by Parks staff, and it is a great start 
toward further improvements in the Arboretum in the future.    
 
About Spokane Parks and Recreation 
 
City of Spokane Parks and Recreation is responsible for the professional 
management and prudent caretaking of more than 4,100 acres of developed 
parks and conservation land.  The Golf Division maintains and operates four 
championship municipal golf courses, including Indian Canyon, Downriver, 
Esmeralda and the Creek at Qualchan.  Park Operations has responsibility for 
the maintenance of all park land and park facilities in the City of Spokane 
including Riverfront Park, Manito Park, Gaiser Conservatory and the many city-
wide gardens, Finch Arboretum and the Urban Forestry Program.  The 
Recreation/Entertainment Division offers classes, special events, athletic leagues 



and activities for youth, teens, adults, seniors and persons with physical and 
mental disabilities.  It also operates Riverfront Park attractions, activities and 
events, and provides support for community centers, senior centers, the 
Northeast Youth Center, Corbin Art Center and outdoor swimming pools.  For 
more information please visit www.spokaneparks.org  
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